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For the subject of VE's ...

Which brings up code. ,

Thank you for reviewing my opinions.

I believe both of

Dear FCC

I have recently read the proposal by the FCC and by ARRL.
them are on the right track.

I would have to agree with the ARRL on the idea of only two code levels.
However, I would suggest the highest code test be at the extra level rather
than that of their proposed advanced level.

On the subject of number of license classes, I support the FCC with the 4
classes. However I am concerned with the current Novice and Tech Plus ticket
holders. I feel that they DO use the HF bands or they would not have taken
the code test at all. To not allow them privaleges on HF with the new
structure would be harmfull to these classe~3 and should be considered before
jumping the gun. I would propose that the Novice and Tech Plus class people
be put into the General class. The General lass under the FCC proposal would
represent the first class or entry level into HF; was that not the original
idea of Novice class? If these two classes where not simply put into General
Class purhaps they can enter with a passing c'rade on the 3b exam.

CW is what ham was built on. It is the very root of radio. In any other
learned skill you start with the basis and go up, even when no one uses the
basis anymore. Example: You learn to use a dictionary even when all word
processors have a spell check built in. CWs important for Amateur Radio but
it is no longer the current mode of choice. It should not be forgotten yet it
should not be dwelled upon long either. ?lve words per minute is enough for a
basis Thirteen is good for a top.

I think that the VE's are doing a terrific job. Most I have been incontact
with, use the multiple choice or fill in the blank method for CW testing. It
has worked well thus far, don't change it. To require a harder method of code
test would only further scare the already timid and hinder the upgrade
process.

Sincerely
James A Stevens Jr
KA8KGJ


